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| My Pet m--u—u%,

- Bala Mithra

Eight-year-old Rahul was travelling with his father in a car
when, at the outskirts of the town, they saw a farm house where
a board announced, 'Puppies for Sale'. It attracted Rahul's at-
tention. He requested his father to stop the car to see the pup-
pies.

They stopped and came near the fence of the farm house.
The farmer came out and asked if they wanted to see the pup-
pies. Rahul said, 'Yes'. The farmer opened the door of a ken-
nel and out popped four smart puppies and started running
hither and thither. The armer opened another kennel and little
puppy limped out. Rahul seemed to be more interested in that
puppy. He asked the farmer to bring it to him. He fondled the
puppy and said, "l like this puppy. | will buy it".

The farmer was wondering why Rahul chose the lame dog
when so many other active little ones were available and he
could play with any of them. He asked, "That is a lame dog. Do
you not like the other four?"

Rahul replied, "See, | am also a lame boy. | cannot be run-
ning around with the puppies. But this dog is like me. He walks
about only at my speed. He will be ideal company for me".

There were tears in the farmer's eyes. He did not want to
get any money from Rahul. He said, "Take it. It is my gift to you.
| understand your love for it".

The little boy picked up the puppy, fondled it and limped
away with his proud possession after thanking the former.
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