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HUMAN BIRTH AND OPPORTUNITY

(The Bloom of Inner Glory)
- N.N. RAJAN

To be born as a human being is a precious privilege and a piece
of great good fortune. Birth as a human being has been described
as one of the three rare gifts, the other two being the desire for
liberation (Mumuksutwa) and association with great souls

(Mahapurusha-samsraya). These three come only by the Grace of
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God. the scripture declares that the human form of life has the high-
est scope for perfection. A man can integrate his experiences with a
view to control the environment and, if necessary, to change it in

tune with his hopes which the animal can seldom do.
The purpose of Life :

Therefore, we should ponder now and then about the purpose

of human life. The goal of mankind is knowledge of God and not

=

orldly enjoyments. Life should not be frittered away in the vain

ursuit of worthless objects which do not lead to the knowledge of

©

od. If one spends his entire life in the pursuit of worldly enjoy-

3 ®©

ents, he will be like one who prefers poison to nectar. It is only by

0]

ngaging ourselves in the pursuit of God-realization that we remain

true to the real ‘Self’.

“What value has this birth without knowledge born of realiza-

tion? Can anything be likened to it, O Arunachala?”

“This birth without knowledge, born of realization, is worthless;
nor do | attempt to surrender myself, O Arunachala!”

- Sri Bhagavan’s Marital Garland of Letters.
The Contemparary World

Man and Machine :

We are now living in a troubled age which may well be called the
dark age (Kaliyuga). Life is not simple and smooth, much as we

=

ould wish it to be; it is like a rough journey up a steep slope. We

Q

re living in a world that is fast changing. Many are the discoveries
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and inventions of science. The first casualty of the mechanical sci-
ences is the sense of values. ‘Freedom’ has been corrupted into
licence. Faith in God, obedience to authority and belief in religion
and scriptural duties prescribed for men and women, are at a dis-
count and are denounced as worthless hangovers of a primitive past
when man did not understand the world he lived in. Old world values
do not suit the tremendous change that has overtaken life. The in-
discipline in educational instituttions, the purely casual and superfi-
cial relations of the teacher to the taught and the explosive behaviour
of our young boys and girls are traceable to this loss of faith in the
wisdom of the ages. Very often an entire nation acts, as a man, in
selfish interests. Truth is distorted beyond recognition in order to
suit an unwholesome ideology, and an issue is decided on a military
plane. The thinking man looks blankly at this vast universe which is
in the nature of a general free-for-all, where might is right.

Need for Relaxation :

After a long day’s work everyone feels the need for relaxation;
yet no one relaxes sufficiently. Everyone goes on working feverishly
with the result that tensions mount up and result in near breakdown.
Man exists but does not live. We must have time to sit and stare.
After all, our needs and necessaries are only a few. If a person is
satisfied with what he has, he will have enough time for relaxation.
But driven by greed, man endlessly struggles for more and more
possessions and is caught in a vicious spiral. There is no sense of
security in life.

Diversity in outlook seems to be the normal rule. Our wants and
desires grow on what they feed. A man whose crops are languishing
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Efor want of water, prays for rain. His neighbour who is owning a
i brick-kiln prays that there should be no rain. Both pray to God. Each
i is interested in his own welfare. In the midst of the difficulties and
i anxieties of life, some indulge in doing acts which are injurious to
E others. They do not care for justice or humanity but only for their

I prosperity.

We are surprised when history and legends tell us that in
ancient times there was greater happiness, peace and contentment
even in the absence of scientific advancement. Why should there
be such misery now? It can be clearly proved that we alone are
responsible for the present chaotic condition in society. We are in-
different to religion and to God. We are enamoured of our material-
istic achievements, but we close our eyes to the higher values of
life. If it were merely in winning a game that you are interested, how
can one expect justice and fairplay in the gamble? If there is no faith
in the ethical rules that govern our life and in the ultimate decency of
things, then the law of the jungle would be the only result and the
innocent would be in peril.

Only contented men can maintain peace of mind. But unfortu-
nately the power to curb temptations and desires is at a low ebb in
us. Consequently, our balance is lost and desires envelop and ruin
us. We need therefore the counsel of the wise.

“Where is there a wretch

So loathsome and wicked as 1?
| have forsaken my Maker,

So faithless have | been”
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